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NOTES ON PUBLIC MEETING HELD 19 NOVEMBER 2013 AT AUGRABIES COMMUNITY HALL 

 

The meeting was advertised by public notices in shops, farm gates and with flyers and with a loud 

hailer that drove around Augrabies immediately before the meeting. 

 

Format of the meeting 

 

• The meeting was conducted in Afrikaans as the primary language, since this was the dominant 

language in the area.  Three attendees did not speak Afrikaans.  They received a copy of the 

Background Information Document in English and much of the presentation was repeated in 

English for their benefit. 

 

• The presentation repeated the information in the Background Information Document and 

summarised the findings of the Basic Assessment Report and Specialist Studies. 

 

• About half the attendees arrived at the 3pm for the informal ‘Open Day’ part of the meeting, 

with other half arriving at 6pm at the time of the formal meeting.  Since those arriving at 3pm 

requested a formal presentation, the formal presentation was repeated at this time. 

 

• The split of the two meetings at different times allowed more people to attend and allowed more 

personal interaction with the participants. 

 

• An unrelated municipal ward committee meeting was scheduled immediately after the formal 

Augrabies public meeting and most of the ward committee arrived early to participate in the 

public meeting as well.   

 

• All who attended the meeting were given a response form and requested several times to 

register as Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs).  A total of 24 people formally registered as 

private individual I&APs.  One landowner, one municipal official and the local councillor 

attended the meeting and were categorised as institutional I&APs.   There appeared to be 

significantly more than this number attending the meeting.  It appears then that some of those 

attending the meeting, failed to register as interested parties. 

Mis-perceptions regarding employment 

 

• Many appeared under the misperception that the Solar PV project would significantly contribute 

towards employment in the area.  In reality, the construction phase expects to create only 50 

person-years of employment and the operational phase expects to create 12 permanent jobs.  By 

comparison, the larger fruit farms in the area employ thousands of workers to harvest in season.   
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Part of group at Open day part of public meeting 19 November 13 studying BID document 


